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Devotional for Day 20, Monday, October 12
Rev. Ben Sheldon, President Emeritus, Presbyterians Pro-life 

Intention: 
That we may realize the generational 
impact of abortion. 

Scripture: 
Isaac prayed to the Lord for his wife 
because she was barren; and the Lord 
granted his prayer and Rebekah his 
wife conceived. The children struggled 
together within her, and she said, “If it 
is thus, why do I live?” So she went to 
inquire of the Lord.  

And the Lord said to her, “Two nations 
are in your womb, and two peoples, 
born of you, shall be divided; the one 
shall be stronger than the other, the el-
der shall serve the younger.” 
— Genesis 25:21-23 

Reflection: 
What an answer to prayer! 

Who dares to say that the unborn are 
not human, with distinct personality 
and character right from the moment 
of conception?  

This account emphasizes the vitality 
and uniqueness of the twins who, be-
cause of Isaac’s prayer for his wife, 
were conceived in Rebekah’s womb.  

When Rebekah was told by the Lord 
that the older would serve the younger 

twin, God already knew that Jacob and 
Esau would lead turbulent and con-
flicted lives.  

God knows us and knows all about us, 
including our personality and disposi-
tion long before we are actually born, 
indeed, from the moment we are con-
ceived in our mother’s womb.  

What a tragedy of gargantuan propor-
tions that babies, planned and en-
dowed by the Creator, with distinct and 
unique personalities and with, perhaps, 
a future and destiny intended for 
greatness, have their lives snuffed out 
by cruel abortionists before they ever 
see the light of day! May our prayers 
that the dreadful scourge of abortion in 
our land may vanish be as fervent as 
Isaac’s were for Rebekah. 

Prayer: 
O, God, you formed us in our mother’s 
womb and planned a unique and spe-
cial life and purpose for each of us, and 
we do thank you. Grant that we may 
pray and work for an end to abortion, 
especially in these 40 days, so that no 
unborn baby you have made may fail to 
achieve your divine intention for him 
or her because of intentional abortion. 
We pray this for the sake of your Son, 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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